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Statement of the European Social Partners

The European Union has given long-lasting peace across our continent and has brought
European people together around the fundamental values of democracy, human rights,
freedom and equality.

Democracy needs to be lived in order to remain alive. We therefore urge citizens across
Europe to go out and vote in the European elections from 23-26 May 2019 in order to
have a say on the future and to defend democracy, sustainable economic growth and
social justice.

The EU has been instrumental in making the European way of life what it is today. It has
brought unprecedented economic and social progress and continues to bring tangible benefits
for citizens, workers and enterprises across Europe.

These are uncertain times for Europe and for the world. Whilst we are on a path towards
recovery, the economic and social consequences of the crisis can still be felt by citizens,
workers and enterprises. Some people question or even reject the European project. We are
facing huge challenges — international tensions, re-defining the EU-UK relationship, migration,
unemployment, prospects for our youth, the climate and digital transformation and in several
countries, increasing economic and social inequalities. But the answer is not to pull up the
drawbridge and retreat — we must stand up and take action in a united way.

The EU project has to remain resilient and strong and we, the European Social Partners,
believe that it can continue to help us to face our challenges and design a brighter future for
Europe, its citizens, workers and enterprises. Europe is still one of the best places in the world
to live, work and do business. We have much to be proud of and to cherish and we should
build on this, together.

In this spirit, we will continue to contribute to a successful European project and a
united Europe that delivers for its workers and enterprises, focusing on initiatives that
improve their everyday lives and offer a better future full of opportunities for all.



